Section I is on the electronmicroscopy of the gut. It does contain papers of clinical interest and in particular highlights the problems of linking the gut neurotransmitting and regulating peptides to intracellular structure by techniques like immunocytochemistry. A comparison of the cellular pathology of coeliac disease and cow's milk protein intolerance shows some close similarities. Important changes in microvillus surface area are recorded in disaccharidase deficiency and studies oflymphocyte turnover in epithelial cells in coeliac disease show a close relationship to sensitivity to gluten.
Section 2 is concerned with autonomic nerves of the gut including their development. Details of the peptidergic system are given by the Hammersmith group with an accent on the resulting abnormalities in clinical disorders such as Crohn's disease. The highlight of this section are, however the elegant studies of Jessen who removes. cultures and studies the pharmacology of the intact intestinal plexus -surely there will be important clinical spin off here?
The final section is on intestinal adaptation. The familiar arguments of the importance of luminal and hormonal factors are carefully discussed and the importance of the hunt for trophic substances Which might be important for the patient with intestinal failure is also obvious. Though a basic science volume there is plenty here for the clinician to enthuse about.
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